
3 strategies 
for change



to drive the change towards a
sustainable and globally just society.
But with so much variety, it is easy to
lose track. 
The American sociologist Erik Olin
Wright has divided these possibilities
into three central strategies of
change in order to provide
orientation in political work and to
develop concrete approaches

There are soo many
possibilities..

for change... 
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Radical reforms means changing laws,
rules and institutions step by step. These
changes build on what exists today - while
keeping the good life for all in mind. They
are therefore a strategy that changes the
system from within. The idea is that
radical reforms are implemented “from
above” by the state or fought for by social
movements and parties over the state. 

But what does that mean exactly? 

Radical Reforms - Transforming
Institutions and Policies



4 examples of radical reforms

set a 4-day week as normal
working hours

climate reparations
payments for countries in
the Global South

Promote agricultural
structural laws for a fair
distribution of land

socialize hospitals
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Now it's your turn!
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In Nowtopias you can practice a more
just and sustainable coexistence on a
small scale - in terms of new
practices, institutions or
organizational forms. Nowtopias are
places, spaces or groups in which
transformation is driven from below.
They arise within the existing system
and despite its structures - often in
niches - and they give a foretaste of
the Good Life for All.

But what does that mean exactly? 

Nowtopias: Building alternatives
and testing the Good Life for All



4 examples of Nowtopias

organize a reading group

join a renewable energy
cooperative

participate in community
supported agriculture

organize a solidarity event
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resist & 
build counter-power
Resisting and building counter-power
means opposing something that is
judged to be unjust or unsustainable.
This involves seeking direct
confrontation with institutions and
social structures. 
This can be done in a variety of ways,
including through organized strikes that
disrupt unjust or destructive activities
while drawing attention to these
injustices. 

But what does that mean exactly? 



4 examples of resistance 
and building counter-power:

Start a creative protest
performance

Co-organize a
demonstration

Participate in a strike

Telling different stories
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What other examples of
the different strategies of
change towards a globally
just world can you think
of? 
Write it in the comments!


